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young friend; it's too thin.'* He then said seriously:
"Understandest thou that that thou readest?" and
discussed the subject with me for the whole afternoon,
to my immense advantage.

I was staying at Aden in Aberdeenshire in June,
1883, when I received a telegram from Hobart asking
me to go to the War Office to help him, as Hal Lascelles,
Lord Hartington's assistant private secretary, had met
with an accident. I found the telegram awaiting me
when I returnedjrom riding. I turned the horse round
and raced to Mintlaw Station, and just caught the night
mail at Aberdeen.

I went to the War Office next morning and acted as
assistant private secretary till the middle of September.
Between then and November Hobart endeavoured to
get me transferred to the War Office. Lord Harring-
ton and Sir Ralph Thompson, the Permanent Under-
secretary of State, were much in favour of the transfer,
but transfers in those days were practically unknown,
and the Treasury were as obstructive as only the
Treasury can be. But Hobart's kind efforts in my
behalf bore fruit. To him and to his wife I owe a
faithful friendship extending over years, and in
November, 1883, I was "permanently posted" to the
War Office,